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* RFE Is Missing Its Objective

WASHINGTON, Dec. 1.—The
public, which puts up the mon-
ey, 1s given to beiieve that
Radlo Free Europe and its af-
fillated operations perform the

“mission of disseminating prop-
aganda of hope and freedom be-
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nd the Iron Curtain. a

This is a worthy objective,
as objectives go, but perform.

* ance are not always as advers:

tised, - .
Young Mr. Samuel S, Walker,
Jr,, is in charge of that branch
of the Free operations
which sent propaganda balloons
to Crechoslovakia, Hungary
and other satellite countries un-
til the operation was terminat.
ed on trom Washington.
He now has set up several

. new ventures withotit balloons.
. Among them is what he calls
the “Aslan Contacts Program.”
This I8 being carried on in
varjous Far Eastern and Middle
Eastern nations and from. Mr.
Walker's explanation to me, it
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consists chiefly of displaylnﬁ a
moving picture film, called
“Hungary Aflame.” The picture
is a “documentary” of the trag-
edieg of Budapest in the blood
bathg of October, 1956.

The operating personnel Is in-
larenﬂnf.' One Paul Tigrid, a
Osechoslovakian Who somehow
has not taken the trouble to be-
come naturalized, wns dis

tohed to. Ja; and Hong
Bng. and exhibited “Hungary
Aflame” at a leading men’s club
in Tokyo, which the Free Eu.
rope topside considers a major
coup,

As of the last time I checked,
he still is on thé road, with sal-
ary and expense account.

Two others,’ Reyman and
Gabor, were to have gone to
India but were unable to get
visas to enter the country, The

- ".were sent elsewhere, instea

| Beyman had just become an
" Amertcan citizen, Gapor is not,

citizen, is a former member of !

 the secret police in Bulgaria, -
i Kovacs, a Hungarian, also. went
¢ to. Japan. There is one Amerl-
,canéO Iliam Pfaff, the subject
' of considerable controversy. i
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LAST MAY, in a gesture to.
cut down staft besause the bale .
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+ A third, Nenoff, also not & -
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loon operation had been &

oned, the 3l-ycar-old Walke} |

fired 30 low-salaried refug
employees, and hired Pfatf |
$9, a year as an
consultant” To this salary,
course, is added his full tra
expenses, while he is tou
the Eastern world. ]

In addition 1o the coun

named, the A:-. - Contacts
covers Bui.,.,
alaya, Pakistay,; Syris,
gamn, Tunisia, Egw- and J

8n. . - i

How all this fit8 into a
tern of hope and freedom

ds to enslaved millons )
the Iron Curtain in ;
is difticult for me to u
This, actaally, is pro
glnow&eople of the Free
wide the Iron Curtsin,
question the bonefits to be
rived. ) .

It seems to he a considerable .
departure from the big- 2
studded “Crusade For
dom,” which collects the “Truth |
Dollars” which go to support
the Free Europe operations,
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